
yes! 
m a g a z i n e 

POSITIVE FUTURES NETWORK,  PUBLISHERS OF

2015 
ANNUAL REPORT

Powerful Ideas
Practical Actions



YES! 2015 ANNUAL REPORT

yes! 
m a g a z i n e 

Thanks to generous donor support, YES! is about to celebrate 20 years 

of inspiring change. In our print magazine and online reporting, we 

look deeply at the root causes of the world’s biggest challenges—from 

climate change to racial injustice to inequality—and showcase the people 

and organizations that are creating solutions that work for all. By fusing 

powerful ideas with practical actions, we drive profound change through a 

nationwide community of engaged citizens, educators, policy makers, and 

thought leaders. YES! is ad-free and published by the nonprofit Positive 

Futures Network. 

“The articles inspire me to think 

deeply about my own footprint. 

Showing that no action is too 

small is the best antidote to the 

constant harangue of violence 

and negativity we get from most 

of the news media. Thank you, 

YES! for showing us the positive 

possibilities!” 

—Karin Schmidt, Basel, Switzerland
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T H A N K  Y O U  for making 2015 our strongest year ever. 
In YES! tradition, we tackled head-on some of the most chal-

lenging issues of our time—and of course offered up grassroots 
solutions.   

Our coverage of Black Lives Matter was particularly resonant. 
As systemic racism became harder to ignore, YES! responded with 
our summer issue, Make It Right. From Fania Davis’s call for a Truth 
and Reconciliation process, to Alicia Garza’s insistence on a loving, 
inclusive racial justice movement, we featured individuals and com-
munities that are finding ways to talk about racism and beginning to 
heal the traumas of slavery’s legacy. Thousands of readers used the 
issue to advance the conversation about eliminating racism in this 
country. 

The power of social media to spread YES! stories really came 
home to us in 2015. Our Facebook followers grew to 146,000. As 
people shared our stories of neighbors coming together to create real 
estate cooperatives, develop fresh food initiatives, and stop the devas-
tation of fossil fuel extraction, these stories sparked discussions and 
spawned similar efforts from New York to California. 

2015 was also a year of diversification in our staff, our writers, 
and our audience. Thirty-eight percent of our stories are now written 
by people of color—journalists who bring their personal experience 
and vibrant voices to our pages. We reached out to the Millennial 
generation, who now account for 40 percent of our website visitors.

You’ll read about all this and more in the following pages. And 
you’ll hear from readers like Roger Ridgway of Mt. Vernon, Washing-
ton, who wrote us: 

We’ve been with you for a long time, perhaps from the beginning—
or almost, and we are always inspired and encouraged in our 
commitment to creating a positive future and a vibrant present.

That’s the kind of commitment that YES! nourishes in hundreds 
of thousands of readers. Thank you for making this work possible.

 
With gratitude, 

Fran Korten

From the Executive Director
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Social Security originally excluded 

domestic and agricultural workers—

mostly African Americans, especially 

in the South.

In 1933, the Home Owners’ Loan Corporation  

was created and helped more than 1 million 

homeowners. The HOLC was the origin of 

“redlining” maps.

Southern merchants  

used unfair credit to impede 

black wealth building.
Black Codes were enacted to 

stop African Americans from 

owning their own businesses.

No
40 ACRES AND A MULE

  

President Andrew Johnson 

overturned Gen. Sherman’s 

famous promise, which would 

have redistributed roughly 

400,000 acres to newly freed 

black families.

The nation paid reparations to slave  

holders—not to slaves.

The income gap has not 

budged since 1970.

Social safety nets have missed African Americans.

Racist policies 

contributed to the 

decline of black 

farmers.

Money meant for distressed  

homeowners supported segregation.

Discriminatory business 

policies kept white people 

economically ahead.

Following the war, 

convict leasing programs 

shifted the Southern 

prison populations to 

predominantly black.

INELIGIBLE FOR SOCIAL 

SECURITY IN 1935

Slave-harvested 

cotton dominated 

the 19th-century 

international 

market.

U.S. COTTON USED 

IN BRITISH TEXTILE 

INDUSTRY

By the 1830s

77%

1790 1.5 million pounds

U.S. COTTON 

PRODUCTION

1859 

2.25 billion 

pounds

Source citations at yesmagazine.org/JTF74

YES! infographic by Jeff Neumann and Tracy Loeffelholz Dunn.  

Research by Heidi Bruce and Clo Copass. Images from Library of Congress.

Cotton built New York City 

into a commercial and 

financial center.

For every dollar 

cotton made, 

about 40 cents 

ended up in 

New York as the 

city supplied 

insurance, 

shipping, and 

40%

NEW YORK’S 

SHARE 

 OF ALL 

COTTON 

REVENUE

At the outbreak 

of the Civil War, 

the market 
value of slaves 

in the U.S. 
exceeded that of 

banks, factories, 

and railroads 

combined. 

of total 

wealth of 

the South

in 1860

48%Slaves’

worth 

$3 billion

Currency in 

circulation

$450 million

$300
PER FREED SLAVE 

On April 16, 1862, President 

Abraham Lincoln signed a bill 

ending slavery in the District 

of Columbia,  

providing for compensation 

to former owners.

BLACK CONVICTS IN NASHVILLE,  

TENNESSEE’S MAIN PRISON

1865

33%

1867

58%

1869

64%

BUSINESS LICENSING FEES  

Under Black Codes in 1870

INTEREST RATES 

CHARGED BY MERCHANTS

1881–1889

$100 $0

Black 

entrepreneurs

White

entrepreneurs

44%–74%

Georgia
7%

New York City

FARMLAND OWNED BY 

AFRICAN AMERICANS

1910

15 million 

acres

1982
3.1 million 

acres

By 1982, only 1.5 percent of farmers were black, 

and the USDA’s Civil Rights Office —which 

investigated loan program discrimination 

complaints—was closed.

MEDIAN 

HOUSEHOLD 

INCOME
in 2013

White

Black

$58,ooo

$35,ooo

… black households

have a dime.

For every dollar 

of assets white 

households have …

Economists estimate that up to 

80 percent of lifetime wealth 

accumulation depends on 

intergenerational transfers.  

African Americans have barely any of the nation’s wealth,  

and therefore little to pass down to future generations.

Can we calculate the economic damages?

NATIONAL WEALTH

Owned by African Americans

0.5% 1.o%
1865, 

just after 

Emancipation

1990, 

a full 125 years after 

Emancipation

Vagrancy laws allowed 

police to sweep up black 

men and then rent them 

out as convict labor.

1 
million

loans  

0

loans to blacks 

in white 

neighborhoods

Whites

27%

70%–80%

Blacks

65%

Blacks
in the 
South

Slavery  

launched modern 

capitalism and turned 

the U.S. into the 

wealthiest country 

in the world.

Discriminatory  

policies then kept  

African Americans  

from receiving help 

other citizens  

received.

The result: 

African Americans 

have not been able 

to get a foothold in 

the economy.

Emancipation  

did not 

bring economic

 freedom  

to former 
slaves.

GOVERNMENT LOANS TO 

AVOID FORECLOSURE

1

2

3

4

$59 trillion

$15 trillion

Estimates range from:

$24 trillion

* $6.4 trillion

Martin Luther King Jr. 

calculated that making 

good on the promise of  

40 acres and a mule 

($20 a week since the late 

1700s for 4 million slaves) 

would total $800 billion.* 

“They owe us a lot of 

money.” 

 That’s MLK’s $800 billion in today’s dollars.

A NATION BUILT ON THE BACK OF SLAVERY AND RACISM
JUST 
THE FACTS

Urging a Nation 
Toward Racial Justice

In 2015 police violence against African Americans 
provided a wake-up call about the systemic racism in 
our country. YES! held up a mirror to the entrenched 
practices that sustain discrimination, and showcased 

steps we need to take to create a truly just society.
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Martin Luther King Jr. 

calculated that making 
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($20 a week since the late 

1700s for 4 million slaves) 

would total $800 billion.* 

“They owe us a lot of 

money.” 

 That’s MLK’s $800 billion in today’s dollars.

A NATION BUILT ON THE BACK OF SLAVERY AND RACISM
JUST 
THE FACTS

Our infographic, “A Nation Built on the 
Back of Slavery and Racism,” vividly 
illustrated the long history of economic 
discrimination against African Americans. 
It was a huge hit in social media, widely 
shared by faith and social justice groups, 
including numerous African-American 
organizations. Scholars cited it. Organizers 
used it in training programs. Viewed by 
thousands of readers, it helped advance the 
conversation about eliminating racism in 
this country.

YES! Reporting Fellow Marcus Harrison Green 
described how he came to terms with his own 
internalized racism—and urged readers of all 
races to repudiate racist attitudes.

Desmond and Mpho Tutu 
discussed a path toward 
racial healing.

In 2015, the 
number of articles 
written by writers 
of color increased 
from 14 percent 
to 38 percent.
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Championing a New Economy
that Works for All

For years, YES! has helped 
shape and inspire the New 
Economy movement. In 
2015 YES! stories spurred 
communities across the 
country to start or consider 
land trusts, cooperative credit 
unions, co-op businesses, and 
other initiatives that support 
individuals and strengthen the 
local economy. 

We published an article on 
Minneapolis neighbors who created a 
real estate cooperative that rejuvenated 
their downtown. It spread rapidly on 
social media, spawning similar efforts 
across the country. 

This story received over 
500,000 views on Facebook 
and racked up 67,000 likes, 

comments, and shares.
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After reading the article about 
the Minneapolis neighbors, New 

Yorkers started a similar real estate 
cooperative. They’ve now raised $1.2 
million to buy vacant buildings and 

provide affordable rents.

We reported on people-to-people 
financing models that strengthen 

communities instead of big banks.

At the Evergreen Cooperatives in 
Cleveland, even employees with 
relatively low incomes can buy homes 
close to work. In the process they are 
revitalizing their neighborhoods. 
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Advancing Climate Action 
and Climate Justice

Wildfires, drought, the Pope’s encyclical, the Paris climate 
talks, widespread protests against oil and coal production: 
in 2015 all these events brought unprecedented awareness 
to the urgency of climate change. YES! stories showed the 
breadth of movements to protect our planet, and featured 
the remarkable leadership of communities of color.

The Unist’ot’en clan, located between the oil-rich deposits of Alberta and the coastal ports to 
global markets, are fiercely resisting the oil and gas infrastructure planned for their lands. Our 
Special Report Unsurrendered described the Unist’ot’en encampment that is blocking three oil 
and gas pipelines. 
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Spurred by Pope Francis’ encyclical, 
churches in Los Angeles encouraged 
their congregations to protect 
the environment—and their own 
threatened neighborhoods.

As the Paris climate talks unfolded, YES! 
invited readers to share the moment when 
climate change became real for them. The 

response was huge, personal, and powerful. 

At the Paris climate talks, indigenous 
peoples called for policies that reduce 
emissions while protecting the places they  
call home. YES! was there.
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Promoting Health, 
Redefining Happiness

Everyone wants to be healthy and happy. But how? In 2015 
YES! showcased the importance of fresh food, a healthy 

environment, close friendships, and a sense of purpose—
elements that promote happiness without consumerism 

or damage to our Living Earth.  

This article from our Good 

Health issue showed that green 
space, slow roads, renters’ equity 
programs, and easy access to 
social services all help cities 
improve lives. 

 yesmagazine.org  : :   yes! winter 201636 37yes! winter 2016  : :   yesmagazine.org 

Casitas de Colores is a family-friendly, mixed-income apart-

ment complex in downtown Albuquerque that stands out with 

its bright stucco colors. But more dramatic is what’s inside. This 

71-unit complex has an on-site social services coordinator who 

connects resident families with local child care and health care 

providers and hosts bimonthly health screenings and trainings. 

The building’s active design helps, too. Walking paths, open stair-

wells, courtyards, a 24-hour fitness room, bike storage, and a 

children’s play area are integrated into its design plan. Reduced-

speed elevators subtly nudge residents toward the stairs, and the 

building is within walking distance of major city destinations. 

Apartments with on-site social services 

Scotland’s capital city is rolling out a plan to cap the speed limit 

at 20 mph on 80 percent of its roads. The slowdown is designed 

to encourage people to walk and bike, rather than drive, and to 

enhance pedestrian safety. A 2012 report by Transport Scotland 

recommends 20 mph speed limits on certain roads to improve 

bike and pedestrian safety. The Edinburgh slow roads movement 

builds on pioneering slowdown policies in Portsmouth, England, 

and Scotland’s council of Fife, both of which implemented 20 

mph limits on much of their roads. According to early data from 

Portsmouth, the total number of road collisions has dropped 13 

percent. The Edinburgh plan is expected to be phased in start-

ing in early 2017. Environmental advocates say that encouraging 

walking and cycling will contribute to the nationwide effort to 

reduce air pollution and lower carbon emissions.

Slowing traffic to 20 mph 

While long dependent on the oil and gas industry, Houston is 

increasingly investing in sustainability. The city’s $480 million 

Bayou Greenways Initiative, a massive public-private project, will 

connect 10 bayous and creeks across the city and its periphery. In 

the past, bayous were straightened out and paved over to control 

flooding. Now, Houston is bringing these low-lying rivers back to 

their natural life: slow, gleaming waterways full of fish and bor-

dered by wildflowers, grasses, and native trees. The city is also 

adding 4,000 acres of new and equitably distributed green spaces 

that will improve water quality. And it’s providing an alternative 

to high-traffic streets by developing 300 continuous miles of hike-

and-bike trails along the bayous. When complete, an estimated  

six in 10 residents will live within 1.5 miles of a bayou, park, or 

trail. For the nation’s fourth-largest city, which sprawls over some 

600 square miles, this is a powerful way to stitch its diverse popu-

lation together.

Restore the bayous for connection

City leaders have long been trying to find new uses for vacant 

spaces in shrinking cities. In Detroit, officials have found that 

one of the best ideas is also the simplest: The Detroit Land Bank 

Authority allows city residents to purchase the vacant lot neigh-

boring their home for $100, with no red tape. Residents also soon 

may be able to lease a vacant lot in their neighborhood for $25 a 

year, so long as a neighborhood or local block group endorses its 

intended use. The Land Bank Authority empowers thousands of 

citizens to take ownership of land that has been long neglected 

in their communities. Once-dangerous eyesores are finding new 

life as gardens, playgrounds, pocket parks, off-street parking lots, 

flower farms, and art installations.

Vacant land becomes useful 

6 CITIES DESIGNING
FOR HEALTH

HOUSTON EDINBURGH ALBUQUERQUE DETROIT

Anna Clark

T
he way we design our physical environment—our buildings, streets, and neighborhoods—can transform 

our well-being. We learned this more than a century ago, when the newly created New York City Depart-

ment of Street Cleaning and a 1901 ban on poorly ventilated tenement houses helped curb the spread of 

infectious diseases. And later, with the nation’s turn toward highways, urban sprawl, and communities with-

out sidewalks, we also saw the rise of diabetes and other conditions related to inactivity. Active design aims to 

improve public health through urban planning and architecture. Done right, it can break citizens out of social 

isolation, encourage movement, and preserve natural resources. 

 It’s Where You Live

PHOTOS BY PATRICK FELLER ,  BONEYTONGUE,  RICHIE CHAN/SHUTTERSTOCK , 
CASITAS DE COLORES,  ANNA CLARK

Community connection and traditions of food, family, 
and healing are likely contributors to Latino immigrants’ 
longer lifespans.
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Mind + Body + Community. Our 
Winter 2016 issue explored the 
ingredients that make for a culture 
of good health.
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Bringing Justice and Sustainability 
into the Classroom

In 2015, the YES! Education Outreach Program provided 
tens of thousands of teachers with classroom-ready materials 
for teaching about social justice and sustainability. Our YES! 
for Teachers e-newsletter provides a library of lesson plans 
on a wide range of topics. Our Writing Competition invites 

students to reflect on YES! themes in their own lives.
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“Had I been born a few 
hundred kilometers north of my 
birthplace, I could have been 
one of millions of girls around 
the world who was denied her 
right to an education. . . (Now) 
I stand with the oppressed and 
demand that my voice be heard.” 

— Hamna Khalid, High School 

winner, Winter competition

Our Winter Writing Competition featured an interview with 
Malala’s two friends who were also shot that day on the 
bus in Pakistan. Students were asked, How would you feel if 

you were forcibly banned from going to school tomorrow—and 

indefinitely?

18,647 students have 
participated in our National 
Student Writing Competition 
since its inception in 2011.

2011
300

2012
1,160

2013
3,801

2014
3,505

2015
6,903

Student
Writers

“It’s especially amazing how personal 

your whole process is and how you 

reach out to each author. I’ve never 

seen another contest for students that 

does this.” —Laurie Hornik, English 

Department Chair, Ethical Culture 

School, Bronx, New York 
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Training the 
Next Generation 

of Solutions 
Journalists

Each year, YES! provides hands-on training 
in solutions journalism to 10 to 12 college 

graduates. Since the program began in 1996, 
more than 200 exceptional young people have 
taken the skills they learned here on to jobs in 

journalism, community development, education, 
and other forms of activism. In 2015 these 11 

interns were part of the YES! team. 

Peter D’Auria
Miles Schneiderman

Kayla Schultz
Mary Hansen

Jennifer Luxton
Araz Hachadourian

“YES! let me experiment with art, journalism, and multimedia to tell stories 

of a better world. I’ve never been in such a positive, supporting environment 

where the staff so sincerely believe in what they’re working for.”

—Jennifer Luxton, illustration intern

Interns Jennifer Luxton and Miles 
Schneiderman covering the Shell No! 
kayaktivism protest against Shell’s plans 
to drill in the Arctic.

Tony Manno
Morgan Wright
Alexa Strabuk

Cara Thompson
Joe Scott

Keith Barbalato
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“I came to YES! on the heels of a 

reporting internship where I was 

inundated with bad news—ISIS, serial 

killers, Ebola—name a horrible thing 

and I wrote about it. YES! taught me 

that solutions journalism can be just as 

engaging and just as rigorous, and that 

stories of change are desperately needed 

in the world.” 

—Araz Hachadourian, editorial intern

Intern Tony Manno reporting on the Unist’ot’en 
clan’s efforts to block three oil and gas pipelines 
in British Columbia.



YES! 2015 ANNUAL REPORT

16

Using Partnerships to 
Inspire Millions

YES! partners with media outlets and social change organizations to 
reach millions of engaged citizens.

In 2015 Public Radio 
International began posting 
two to three YES! stories 
per week on its website.
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Tens of thousands of teachers learned about 
our Student Writing Competition through 
our partnerships with Participant Media, the 
Malala Fund, Rethinking Schools, and other 
organizations. 

We served as the media 
outlet for the New Economy 
Coalition for New Economy 
Week (November 9–15, 2015). 
During that week we published 
40 stories about creating an 
economy that works for all.

“At a time when negative, depressing news stories are the 

national norm, YES! speaks about the important issues of 

our time in a way that gives me hope. I’m inspired to be a 

better person now and for future generations. Thank you!!” 

—Coralie, Binghamton, New York

“I am an inmate in North Carolina. I learn so much from 

YES!. It speaks to who I am and I will use my knowledge 

when I am free. Most of the world forgets us. Your 

magazine keeps alive some of the best parts of me.” 

—Lucas, Alexander Correctional Institution, Taylorsville, 

North Carolina
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18–34-year-olds now account for 
40% of sessions on our website

End of 2013
35,930

End of 2014
89,097

End of 
2015

146,154

Facebook 
Followers

Visits

2013
2,668,095 

2012
2,485,047  

2014
2,969,927 

2015

3,864,654

VISITS TO THE 
YES! WEBSITE

Advancing Solutions
Through Online and Social Media

In 2015, our online and social media traffic skyrocketed. Online sharing spurred 
discussion and adoption of YES! ideas across the country.

“YES! gives me hope for my 

children, my grandchildren, all 

those who are here and will come 

after, and our beautiful, patient 

planet of which we are all part. 

Thanks so much for being there and 

sharing the hope that is all around 

us but rarely heard about!!!” 

—Bill Sultzer, Asbury, New Jersey

Millennials have become our 
fastest growing audience. 

Facebook has become a 
powerful channel for 
disseminating YES! 
stories. YES! Facebook 
sessions surged 200 
percent.
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This article reached 102,000 
Facebook readers in less than 24 
hours. As a result, people across 
the country spread the word and 
urged their own farmers markets to 
adopt this USDA program.



YES! 2015 ANNUAL REPORT

20

Financial Report

2015 Operating Budget
January 1, 2015-December 31, 2015

Income
Sales (subscriptions, newsstand, books, back issues, posters, other)	 $560,387
Donations from individuals	 $739,188
Foundation grants	 $650,750
Interest and dividends	 $4,558

Total 2015  income	 $1,954,883

Expenses
Staff salaries, benefits, and taxes	 $1,089,038
Interns	 $30,847
Magazine paper, printing & distribution, and customer services	 $336,431
Audience development and outreach	 $149,483
Editorial (magazine, web, broadcast)	 $140,513
Development	 $88,896
Office expenses and equipment	 $98,529
General administrative	 $54,962

Total 2015 expenses	 $1,988,699

Deficit taken from operational reserves 	 $33,816

2011
$1,755,805 

2012
$1,696,716

2013
$1,769,430 

2014
$1,851,716

Total
Revenue

2015
$1,954,883
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Thank You, Supporters

Thanks to you—and our shared vision of a just and 
sustainable future—YES! revenue continues to grow and 
our influence continues to expand. The activities in this 
report were made possible by your support. Almost 
7,000 people chose to make a gift to YES! this 
year. Below we thank by name our Founders’ 
Circle members—those who contributed 
$500 or more. We are grateful to all 
our donors for your continuing 
faith in YES! and the future 
we are building together.

Our 2015 Founders’ Circle
Angels ($100,000+): Tides Foundation * Satterberg Foundation * Cynthia Sears & Frank Buxton * Surdna Foundation

Catalysts ($10,000+): Ariel Fund * Community Foundation Serving Boulder County Seeds Gift Fund * Ty Cramer & Steve Romein * David & Fran 
Korten * One Foundation * Park Foundation * Gideon & CJ Rosenblatt * Susan Bird Singh * Tides Foundation * Anonymous (1)

Visionaries ($5,000 to $9,999): Peter J. Barrer & Judith Nichols * Barbara Elizabeth Bolles * Susan Callan * John Caulkins * Guy D. Hoagland * 
Lydia B. Stokes Foundation * The Marcus Family * Elaine Nonneman * Riki Ott * anonymous donation through the Seattle Foundation * Tom & 
Darylene Shea * Anonymous (2) 

Sponsors ($500 to $4,999): Bruce Adams * Bill & Lynn Agnew * Gregory Andler * Elsa Auerbach * Rachel Bagby * Jill Bamburg & Nani Baran * Elisa-
beth Barnett & Timothy Allanbrook * Grace & Marc Bartoo * Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Matching Gifts Program * Bev Brashen * David Brennan 
* Kristin Brown * Puanani Burgess * Ronald J. Burlick * David Burnight * Dorrie Carr * Chandler-Shreve Family Fund of the Community Foundation 
of New Jersey * Jeff Clements & Nancy Heselton * Marian Clinton * GayWynn Cooper * Elizabeth & Scott Coplan * Barbara Corrigan * David Cosman 
* Karole Delaney * Deupree Family Foundation * Rosh Doan * Susan Eidenschink * Tom Elliott & Barbara Scott * Holly Elmore * Deborah Fischer * 
Austin & Lauren Fite * Richard & Nancy Ford * Dorothy Foster * Janet Freibergs * Ed Frodel * Fund for Ecology and Culture * Nora Gallaher * RueAnn 
Glass * Katrina Godshalk & Bob Ross * Robert & Barbara Golden * Sally Goodwin & Kurt Hoelting * Alisa Gravitz & Joe Garman * Taylor Greene * Carl 
Haefling & Pam Johnson * Robert S. Hagge * Jeffrey Hallett * Rajeswari Harikrishnan * Bob & Gerri Haynes * Don Hazen * Melvin Hendrix * Judy 
Hinkle * Tim Hinkle * MaDonna & Al Holsopple * The Imagine Charitable Fund * Stephen Johnson & Marnie Thompson * Robert Jones * Randy 
Kafka * Tom & Marcia Kilbane * Susan J. Kovalik * Lorenzo Kristov * Arthur & Annelies Kull * Ed & Karen Kushner * Jan Landis * Rik Langendoen * 
Barbara T. Lewis * Tracy Loeffelholz Dunn * Maurie Louis * Peter & Melinda Lucas * Margot Fraser Fund of the Marin Community Foundation * Sal-
lie & Andy Maron * Stacy & Kelsey Marshall * Martha L. and William P. Densmore Fund of Greater Worcester Community Foundation * Elizabeth L. 
Martin & Ken Fabert * Ellen & Ed McClaran * Mel McDonald *  Biljana Milenkovic * Joseph Miller * Margaret Moore * Virginia Mudd & Clifford Burke 
* New Hampshire Charitable Foundation * Martha Newell * Linda Sue Park * Beverly Parsons * Wayne Pearce * Michael Peck * H.F.W. Perk * Barry & 
Channie Peters * Florence Peterschmidt & Eve McClure * Dana & Nancy Quitslund * Alan & Andrea Rabinowitz * Erika & Nino Ramirez * Eric & Demi 
Rasmussen * Redtail Fund of the Oregon Community Foundation * Richard & Charline Watts Fund at the Illinois Prairie Community Foundation * 
Sylvie Robert * Richard Roberts * Martha Rogers * Karen & Bill Scarvie * Gordon Schiff & Mardge Cohen * Kate & Charles Segerstrom * Patti Shannon  
* Ron & Eva-Maria Sher * Rob Smallwood * Betty Smith * Rachael Solem * Mary Jo Stansbury * Aaron Stern * William Stevens * Marion Sweeney & 
Kate and Cama Laue * Ted Thomas & Colette Chabbott * Carola & Jeffry Thompson * Marsha Torkelson * Nancy Tosta * Barbara Trafton & Bruce Beall 
* Tricia Trainer * Tom & Tanne Traywick * Betty Walters * Karen P. Weithorn * Jack & Christina West * Kay Wilson * Eileen Workman * Wei Jing Zhu 
* Anonymous (24)

2011
4,952 

2013
6,104

2014
6,525 

2012
5,325 

2015
6,950

Number 
of Donors
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Contributing Editors

Positive Futures Network Staff

David is president and 
founder of the Living 
Economies Forum and 
an active promoter of a 
New Economy agenda. 
His most recent book 
is Change the Story, 
Change the Future.

Board of Directors

Jill is co-founder and 
president of Pinchot 
University, and author 
of Getting to Scale: 
Growing Your Business 
Without Selling Out. 

Tanya is founder and 
executive director 
of the Global-Local 
Links Project, 
putting people and 
communities at the 
center of the global 
economy. 

Alisa is president of 
Green America and a 
nationally recognized 
leader in the social 
investment industry.

Editorial Staff

Bill McKibben Vandana Shiva Frances Moore Lappé

Penn Loh Winona LaDuke Peter Kalmus

Yessenia Funes James Trimarco Clo Copass

Chair 
David Korten Jill Bamburg

Secretary
Tanya Dawkins

Treasurer
Alisa Gravitz

Executive Director, Publisher
Education Outreach Manager

Development Manager
Development Coordinator

Inside YES! Program Manager
Finance and Operations Director

IT Manager
Software Developer

Fulfillment Manager
Customer Service Manager

Mail Assistant
Audience Development Director

Media and Outreach Manager
Audience Development Coordinator

Bookkeeper

Frances F. Korten
Jing Fong
Robin Simons
Rebecca Nyamidie
Kassia Sing
Audrey Watson
Michael Winter
Miles Johnson
Paula Murphy
Yvonne Rivera
Adam Jay Lee
Rod Arakaki
Susan Gleason
Natalie Lubsen
Martha Brandon

Editorial Director 
Editor at Large
Senior Editors

Associate Editors
Assistant Editor

Editorial Manager
Lead Designer
Web Producer

Reporting Fellow

Tracy Loeffelholz Dunn 
Sarah van Gelder
Doug Pibel, Stephen Miller,  
Christa Hillstrom, James Trimarco
Erin Sagen, Kim Eckart
Yessenia Funes
Clo Copass
Jennifer Luxton
Liz Pleasant 
Marcus Harrison Green

Colin Beavan
Adrienne Maree Brown

Pamela O’Malley Chang
Mark Engler

Robert Jensen
Peter Kalmus

Winona LaDuke
Frances Moore Lappé

Annie Leonard 

Penn Loh
Bill McKibben
Madeline Ostrander
Raj Patel
Madhu Suri Prakash
Nathan Schneider
Vandana Shiva
Jay Walljasper

Gideon writes about the 
impact of technology on 
people, organizations, 
and society. For 
nine years, he ran 
Groundwire, a mission-
driven technology 
consulting group.

Vice Chair
Gideon Rosenblatt
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Puanani is a 
community-building 
facilitator, poet, and 
cultural translator 
working in community, 
family, and values-based 
economic development.

Puanani Burgess

In addition to acting, 
Danny is a Goodwill 
Ambassador for the 
United Nations, and 
works on behalf of 
AIDS victims, civil 
rights, and economic 
justice.

Co-founder and 
editor at large of 
YES!, Sarah writes 
and speaks on 
building a more 
just, sustainable 
world. 
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Danny Glover Sarah van Gelder

A former Seattle City 
Council member, 
Richard co-founded 
Sustainable Seattle and 
formerly directed the 
Earth Service Corps.

Richard Conlin
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POSITIVE FUTURES NETWORK 
PUBLISHERS OF

BACK TO FRONT:  PHOTOS BY GUY MENDES,  JAMES WENGLER ,  AND PAUL DUNN.

Wendell Berry, Elwha dam removal, Waimanalo farmers


