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YES! is a subscriber-supported, independent media organization that inspires
people to create a just, sustainable, and compassionate world. In our print
magazine and online reporting we look deeply at the root causes of the world’s
biggest challenges—from climate change to racial injustice to inequality—and
showcase the people and organizations that are creating solutions that work for
all. We believe that ordinary people, armed with a vision of what is possible and
practical pathways to get there, will bring a better world into being. YES! is ad-
free and published by YES! Media.

Old Window Workshop, a woman-owned cooperative in Springfield, MA, provides women

with full-time jobs along with flexibility to manage family responsibilities.
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YES!

WHAT A YEAR. In 2017 so much of what we hold dear was threatened.
Justice. Truth. Our planet. Democracy itself.

But you believed in YES! You trusted us to help readers make sense of the
year’s events, see a way forward, and help them take action. Thank you!

I am so proud of how we rose to that challenge. With your support, YES!
published 488 stories. Online, we posted stories daily — responding quickly
to breaking news, bringing historical and social context to current events, and
deepening readers’ understanding of the issues.

In the print magazine we covered current themes in depth—from sanctuary
towns, to “just transitions” to a post-fossil fuel world, to local economies that
promote social wellbeing. Our solutions reporting showed that, despite the
chaos at the national level, people working together in their own backyards are
building vibrant networks that are equitable, sustainable, and just.

Throughout, we embraced diverse voices and viewpoints because commu-
nities of color are where many of the greatest challenges are felt and most
innovative solutions lie. In 2017, 42% percent of our articles were written by
people of color.

These writers often challenged long-held ways of thinking. But readers
appreciated the coverage—our most widely read articles were those on racial
justice. Overall readership rose 12% as people shared YES! stories online,
bringing more than five million people into our orbit.

Daily we received comments like this one from Mary Hill in Asheville,
North Carolina: “YES! is a trusted source for stories that are heartening and
hopeful, that challenge and encourage. Stories I do not hear anywhere else.”

All of this is possible because of you. Your generosity and trust in YES!
enabled us to meet the challenges of 2017 with honesty, hope, and courage.
Thank you for helping us inspire millions of readers to take part in building a
better world.

Christine Hanna
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Advancing Social Justice

In 2017 the Trump administration began systematically dismantling the
systems and institutions that protect both civil liberties and democracy. YES!
responded with scores of stories about people and communities that are
resisting discrimination and defending their vulnerable members.

Our Summer 2017 print magazine featured
communities nationwide that have mobilized
to protect their most vulnerable members:
immigrants, people of color, LGBTQ folk, and
others whose safety and rights are at risk.

THE SANCTUARY
ISSUE

SHELTER, SAFETY,
AND THE KINDNESS
OF STRANGERS:

THE OLDEST OF IDEAS

WHAT JAPANESE . .

INTERNMENT TAUGHT Scores of online stories

US ABOUT STANDING UP . .

FOR OUR NEIGHBORS continued this theme.
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<0 ¥ o D\)'@ OF BOTTOM-UP ]
e L ELONONICS You Don’t Need a Sanctuary City to
FRSON INTHELYE ANDSCAOES Help Your Immigrant Neighbors
WHAT MASS In Greensboro, North Carolina, sanctuary policies are banned. But
DOIE'\;C?OR::\EE‘(\JTFI%P; that hasn’t stopped residents and local police from supporting

DAKOTA 38 TO STANDING ROCK
HOW PHOTOGRAPHY
SHAPES OUR VIEW OF
NATIVE AMERICANS

IT’S PEOPLE DEMANDING
JUSTICE FOR EACH OTHER.
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immigrants in their community.
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How to Help Immigrant and Muslim
Neighbors

People are turning their frustrations with the Trump administration

into actions that make a meaningful difference in the lives of
vulnerable community members.

YES!
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This short video showed 5
concrete ways ordinary people

can help their undocumented
Pouce neighbors.
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15.3K Views

Write 5 comment
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Would You Put a Tiny House for a
Homeless Person in Your Backyard?
Because two Seattle homeowners were willing to make space, a 75~

year-old man who’s been homeless for years now has a house and a
community.

L

o O © www.yesmagazine.org

Undocumented and Transgender

A creative support system—including housing, legal aid, and training

for detention centers—emerges to address the unique challenges of
LGBTQ immigrants.

D Sin rontoras
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Our Fall 2017 print magazine
focused on Just Transitions—
communities that are switching
from fossil fuels to renewable
energy while protecting the
wellbeing of residents.
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Native tribes are leading this effort—especially
in Alaska, where switching from oil to
renewables makes solid economic sense. As
mayor of the Inupiaq village of Buckland, Tim
Gavin has overseen the installation of wind
turbines and solar panels that offset the high
price of energy in remote Alaska.

Online stories showed what’s possible when communities step up to protect the places they love.

e o © www.yesmagazine.org e o @ www.yesmagazine.org [ N © www.yesmagazine.org
Tribes Were the First Climate The Hopeful Work of Turning What Legal Personhood for U.S.
Refl}lsees—and the First to Build Appalachia’s Mountaintop Coal Rivers Would Do
Resilience Plans Mines Into Farms Indian Country could finally see an end to nonconsented
The Swinomish of Washington produced a climate adaptation plan Inth el life~skills training hel 1 ! infrastructure projects if they follow New Zealand’s Maori in
two years before the state. Now it’s a template for all of Indian n the post-coal economy, life-skills training helps employ people achieving legal protection for natural entities.
Country. and restore the savaged land.
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Showing the Way to an Economy
that Works for All

Even as wealth flows to the one percent, communities nationwide are showing that another
way is possible. They're developing worker-owned businesses, community land trusts,
public-private partnerships, and other initiatives that keep money in the community, spread
the wealth, and support wellbeing.
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This Small Town Refused to Settle for
Wal-Mart When Its Last Local
Grocery Store Closed

After 10 years without an independent grocery store, the residents of
Iola, Kansas, found a way to bring one back.

Our Winter 2018 print magazine
featured “solidarity economies,” local
initiatives that strengthen community
bonds while promoting economic
wellbeing.

8 YESMAGAZINE.ORG
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How the Neighborhood That Inspired In a Rust Belt Town Where Tuition Is
“The Wire” Is Pulling Its Residents Covered, Economy Begins to Revive
Out of Poverty

After Kalamazoo, Michigan, offered college tuition for nearly all high

school graduates, dropout rates declined and the city’s population
When large institutions like universities and hospitals agree to hire

began to rebound.
and spend locally, they can transform neighborhoods hardest hit by
poverty and unemployment.

o © @ www.yesmagazine.org o o © www.yesmagazine.org
The New Co-op Helping Ex-Inmates How Neighbors Turned Unused
Find Work—and Recover Buildings into a Thriving Community
Washington, D.C., has the highest incarceration rate in the country. HUb

That’s why Juan Reid launched this cooperative owned and operated
by ex-inmates.

As rents rise and independent businesses in Minneapolis lose their

leases to large national chains, a first-of-its-kind co-op found a
solution.

YESMAGAZINE.ORG 9
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Promoting Racial Justice

Communicating the history and lived experience of African American, Latinx, and Native
American people took on added urgency in 2017. As these groups were systematically
attacked by an increasingly virulent right wing, we increased our coverage by writers and
journalists from those communities.

o © www.yesmagazine.org “Until White Americans truly see people
of color as their equals, we will never end
racism.”

Why We Keep Talking About Racism

Sometimes difficult discussion about race and oppression is a solution
in itself.

([ © www.yesmagazine.org

How Powerful Could We Be If We
Agree to Stand Our Ground on Our
Treaty Land

This movement is not just about a pipeline. We are not fighting for a
reroute, or a better process in the white man’s courts. We are fighting
for our liberation.

For the Standing Rock Sioux tribe, the battle over
the Dakota Access pipeline was not just about a
pipeline. It was about their rights as a people and
the rights of the Earth.

10 YESMAGAZINE.ORG
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Many unflinchingly named White supremacy, colonialism, and patriarchy as the roots of our
nation’s greatest ills. They asked us all to look deeply and honestly within, uncomfortable as
that might be. Alongside these voices, White writers grappled with their own White privilege.

Together, these authors offer a menu of corrective actions that can help steer our nation

toward equity and healing.

[ © www.yesmagazine.org
“It’s up to my generation How I Can Offer Reparations in Direct
to reject the concept of the Proportion to My White Privilege
authentic American as someone What it looks like to pay for the unearned advantages my whiteness

has afforded me.

who looks and sounds White.” - _
—— -

[ ] © www.yesmagazine.org

Trying to Be a Proud Latina When
People Prefer Whiteness—Even in My
Mother’s Homeland

For people of color to be seen as fully American, we are often forced to
denounce parts of our identities.

From convening truth and reconciliation commissions
to renaming streets and monuments, cities nationwide
are taking action to root out White supremacy.

“There can be no end to White
supremacy until White folks
renounce its privileges.”

© www.yesmagazine.org

It’s Not Just the South: Here’s How
Everyone Can Resist White
Supremacy

Every region of our country has its history of racial exclusion and
white supremacy. Here are 13 ways to right those wrongs.

YESMAGAZINE.ORG 11
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Offering New Approaches to
Health, Happiness, and Resilience

How do we build health and happiness for the largest number of people? With thriving
communities that meet our needs for shelter, food, a healthy environment—and deep
connections to our neighbors.

As science came under attack from
the Trump administration, our
Spring 2017 print magazine, Why
Science Can’t Be Silent, examined the
g connections between science, climate,
o5 SL5C 1 social justice, and democracy—and
" suggested roles we can all play as
citizen scientists.
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Closing the health equity gap with playgrounds and produce: Research
shows that community health clinics can drive improvements in
housing, employment, and quality of life—as well as health.

YES! PHOTO BY MARC PAGANI
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[ ] & www.yesmagazine.org
Common spaces strengthen the social fabric,
This Town Adopted Trauma- making us healthier, happier, and more connected.

Informed Care—And Saw a Decrease
in Crime and Suspension Rates

[ J © www.yesmagazine.org

“The town seemed to transform from black and white to color.”

The Urban Common Spaces That
Show Us We Belong to Something
Larger

We must protect the parks, pathways, and gardens that connect us to
each other and to the ecosystems of our home.

When residents of Walla Walla, Washington learned that
childhood trauma causes adult problems, they created
programs to help people recover. Now graduation rates
are up; suspensions and crime are down.

Activism exploded in 2017 in response to Trump administration actions. YES! stories helped
people hone their organizing skills and build resiliency.

o © www.yesmagazine.org [ ] © www.yesmagazine.org () © www.yesmagazine.org
How to Resist From a Place of Love: A Manual for the New Era of Activist I Need to Start With the Racist
Self-Care for the Long Haul Movement-building approaches from the civil rights era get a 2017 Attitudes in Me

update.
If you want to sustain yourself for the work ahead, here’s some P

advice: It doesn’t matter whether the other side “deserves” anger.

%

Some of my anger at the recent actions of white supremacists comes
from acknowledging my own capacity for ugliness.

YESMAGAZINE.ORG 13
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Reaching Young People with
Materials on Justice and Sustainability

Each year the YES! Education Outreach Program reaches tens of thousands of students in
middle schools, high schools, and universities with classroom-ready lessons on justice and
sustainability.

This year we initiated a new program for classrooms called “Let’s Talk About. . .” Each
monthly installment provides resource materials and discussion questions to help teachers
examine challenging issues in the news with their students.

[ J & www.yesmagazine.org [ & www.yesmagazine.org
1 . .
Let's Talk About Charlottesville Let's Talk About School Shootings
Uneasy about discussing the Charlottesville protest—and its related Uneasy about discussing school shootings—and its related issues like
issues like race, hate, and white supremacy—with your students? gun laws, student activism, and masculinity—with your students?
Here are some resources to start the conversation. Here are some resources to start the conversation.

14  YESMAGAZINE.ORG
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Our National Student Writing Competition invites students to reflect on their own ideas and
opportunities for creating a more just and sustainable world.

([ ] © www.yesmagazine.org
Rhys Hardiman-Mostow responded to the prompt If you
Winter 2018: "Less Stuff, More could ask for any non-material gift, what would you ask for?

Heart" Powerful Voice Winner Rhys . « . »
Hardiman-Mostow with an essay called “A Break From Racism.

Read Rhys's essay, "A Break From Racism," about standing up to
racism as a young Black woman with big dreams.

“If T could ask for a special gift, I would ask for racism to

end so that I can identify as myself. . . I'm a thirteen-year-

old Black girl with big dreams.”

— Rhys Hardiman-Mostow, Powerful Voice winner, Winter
2018 competition

[ ] © www.yesmagazine.org

&

Fall 2017: "Standing Up for Our
Neighbors" Powerful Voice Winner
Logan Bailey Crews

Read Logan's essay, "Bringing a Voice Back to Life," about being
pushed to the edge of the skyscraper in his head in the recent past,
but focusing now on shattering the stigma of depression and mental
illness at his school.

Logan Bailey Crews responded to the prompt Think
about someone in your school or community who is
vulnerable and may need protection or support. Are you
willing and brave enough to stand up against injustice?
His essay described his effort to de-stigmatize
mental illness in his school.

“While T was struggling with suicide, I wanted to help break the stigma
against students like me. . . Now, I'm not silent. . . Each day, I work
toward creating a safe environment where students can speak up. . . And
because I stand up for myself, I'm still here.”

— Logan Bailey Crews, Powerful Voice winner, Fall 2017 competition

5,524 students wrote YES! essays in 2017.
Over 30,000 have participated in the competition since it began in 2011.

YESMAGAZINE.ORG 15
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Inspiring Millions to Help Build a
Better World

YES! readership continued to grow in 2017 Over 5 million

as people searched for a way forward in this .
challenging time. Over 5 million people read YES! readers in 2017

stories; shared them with friends, community

members, and social change organizations; +12% over 2016
and used the ideas we wrote about to grow the

movements for social justice, economic fairness,

and a healthy planet.

203,000 Facebook Social media drove readers to YES! Over 203,000
followers people now follow us on Facebook and share

YES! stories with friends—bringing hundreds of
thousands of new readers into our orbit. 48% of
+7% over 2016 our Facebook followers are between the ages of 18
and 34, a vital audience as we seek to build a more
just and equitable world for future generations.

16 YESMAGAZINE.ORG
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Our solutions stories were widely reposted by other media, taking YES! ideas to a vast audience.
ON ITOR. Dreams
NATIVE NEWS o o
.. Celebrating Native Voices
t { b‘1 & company

truthout

Our 2017 Reader Survey showed that YES!
changes people’s attitudes and behavior

“YES! has reshaped my understanding of many issues,

85% of respondents said YES! changed
the way they think about issues
including economics, Native 1ssues,
climate and the environment, and
what's possible.

given me tools that address how I can make change in
the world directly around me and connected me with
others around the world who share our common goals.”
— Douglass St. Christian, Stratford, Ontario, Canada

78% said YES! influenced their behavior
on participating in their local economy,
correcting inequity, caring for the
environment, building community, and

— Diane and Harry McAlister, Tacoma, WA activism for social or political change.

“In this age of cynicism and hopelessness, YES!
provides an antidote. It gives us reason to hope and
carry on trying to make this world a better place to live!”

YESMAGAZINE.ORG 17
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Financial Report

2015
2014 $1,954,883 -
1
$1,851,716 $2,127.559
2017 Operating Budget
January 1, 2017-December 31, 2017
Income

Subscriptions and newsstand
Product sales

Events

Donations

Grants

Interest, dividends, and royalties

Total 2017 income

Expenses

Personnel (salaries, benefits, and taxes)

Interns

Magazine (printing, distribution, and fulfillment)
Audience (development and outreach)

Editorial (magazine, web, and broadcast)
Development

Office and equipment

Technology (includes database conversion project)
Finance and administration

Total 2017 expenses

Net income (returned to operating budget)

2017

Total
Revenue

$319,708
$46,043
$724
$948,098
$1,041,166

$9,202

$2,364,941

$1,280,425
$39,133
$275,327
$119,820
$179,420
$88,246
$71,109
$224,488
$65,348

$2,343,316

$21,625
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Thank You, Supporters 2017

Number
of Donors

Thanks to you, 2017 was financially our strongest year ever. Over
8,000 individual donors made gifts to YES!—enabling us to
increase the quantity and quality of our journalism. Below we
thank by name the members of our Founders’ Circle—

those who contributed $500 or more. We are grateful

to all our donors for your continuing faith in YES! ~ on,

and the future we are building together. 6,525

2016
8,099
2015
6,950

Our 2017 Founders’ Circle
Angels ($100,000+): NoVo Foundation * Program Development Fund of Tides Foundation * Satterberg Foundation * Surdna Foundation

Catalysts ($10,000+): Ariel Fund * Atlantic Philanthropies Director/Employee Designated Gift Fund * Community Foundation Serving Boulder County (Seeds Fund) * Ty Cramer
& Steve Romein * Cultural Vision Fund * David & Fran Korten * Sarah Lane * Lydia B. Stokes Foundation * New Visions Foundation * One Foundation * Park Foundation * Gideon & CJ
Rosenblatt * Cynthia Sears & Frank Buxton * Seattle Foundation * Susan Singh * Emmy & Steve Stanley * Tides Foundation Community Investments Fund * Anonymous (3)

Visionaries ($5,000 to $9,999): Barbara Bolles * Kato Deupree * Ellis Foundation * Guy Hoagland * Marcus Family * Elaine Nonneman * Riki Ott * Anonymous (3)

Sponsors ($500 to $4,999): Bruce Adams * Electa Anderson * Gregory Andler * Richard Andrus * Melissa Aronson * Elsa Auerbach * Rachel Bagby * Jill Bamburg & Nani Baran
* Peter ). Barrer * Grace & Marc Bartoo * The Bentz-Kuttner Charitable Fund * Paul & Jacquie Bethel * Dr. John Boettiger * Jacob Bomann-Larsen * Lynne Bonnett * Kristin Brown &
Neil Joyce * Patricia Browning * Puanani Burgess * Ronald Burlick * David Burnight * Dorrie L. Carr * John Caulkins * Central Co-op * Chandler-Shreve Family Fund of the Community
Foundation of New Jersey * Sandra Chelnov * Leslie Christian & Heather Andersen * Marian Clinton * Larry Coffield * Michael Conroy & Lucy Atkin * Gaywynn Cooper * Barbara
Corrigan * David Cosman * Harriett Crosby * Wayne Daniel * Ursula Daniels * Lynn Davis * Leslie Decker * Karole Delaney * Martha L. & William P. Densmore Fund of Greater Worcester
Community Foundation * Deupree Family Foundation * Rosh Doan & Ginger Warfield * William Donnelly * Samir Doshi * Bill Dougall & Denise Jackins * Susan Eidenschink * Mike
Eisenstat * Holly EImore * Josh & Allison Elmore * Amy & Tim Emmett-Rardin * Sharon & Jim Engh * Preston Enright * Lowell Ericsson * Faith at Work, the Endowment Fund of
University Lutheran Chapel of Berkeley * Maura Fallon & Mark Gau * Deborah Fischer * Mary Louise Fisher * Susan Flygare * Richard & Nancy Ford * Dorothy Foster * Sara & Rusty
Foszcz * Ed Frodel * Fund for Ecology & Culture * Maradel Gale * Jean Giedt * RueAnn Glass * Nancy Goebner * Robert & Barbara Golden * Sally Goodwin * Alisa Gravitz & Joe Garman
* Jack Gray & Mary Jo Wade * Betty Jean Green * Taylor Greene * Maria Grumm * Robert Hagge * Jeffrey Hallett * Krista Hanson & Michael Burke Stansbury * Rajeswari Harikrishnan &
Arvind Kannan * Bob & Gerri Haynes * Nancy & John Hedley * Maxine Heiliger * Tim Hinkle * Bill Hinkle * Darcy Hitchcock & Dale Graham * MaDonna & Al Holsopple * Jayne Houdyshell
* Alina Hsu * Kathy Husted * Bibijan Ibrahim * Rick Ingrasci * Stephen Johnson & Marnie Thompson * Robert Jones * Mary & Gifford Jones * Donna Jones * Dave Jordan * Rabbi Randy
Kafka * Roger Katz & Karolynn Flynn * Deb Kaufman * Barbara Keast * Declan Kennedy * Peter Kilkus * Bethany & David King * Susan J. Kovalik * Lorenzo Kristov * Arthur & Annelies
Kull * Dal LaMagna * The Larson Legacy (Lee Larson & Kathleen Larson) * Gale Lawrence * Barbara Lewis * Tracy Matsue Loeffelholz * Peter & Melinda Lucas * Lynnaea Lumbard *
Kathleen Maloy * Jacqueline Mann * Sharon Mann & Kat Taylor * Margot Fraser Fund * Sallie & Andy Maron * Cyprian Martin * Ellen & Ed McClaran * Locke McCorkle * Susheila McCoy
* Mel McDonald * Csaba Mera * Betty & Peter Michelozzi * Biljana Milenkovic & Marta Ames * Joseph Miller * Tree Moore * Margaret Moore * Virginia Mudd & Clifford Burke * Claire
Rudolf Murphy * Deepa Narayan * Natural Investments, LLC * Prashant Nema * Ulla Neuburger * Martha Newell & Mike Kadas * Judith Nichols * Megan Nightingale * Nancy Nordhoff
* David Norris * Ellen O’Brian * Open Society Foundation * Linda Sue Park * Beverly Parsons * Wayne Pearce * H.F.W. Perk * Barry & Channie Peters * Frank Phoenix * Pete Pitcher &
Christine Hanna* Dana & Nancy Quitslund * Jon Quitslund * Alan & Andrea Rabinowitz * Marcia Railer * Erika & Nino Ramirez * Eric & Demi Rasmussen * Sasha Reed * Barbara Reed *
Richard & Charline Watts Fund at the Illinois Prairie Community Foundation * Brent Richards * Sylvie Robert * Richard Roberts * Nathalie Rockhill * Sixto K. Roxas * Kyla Ryman * Debi
Sally * Jean Saul * Gloria Saylor & Randal Samstag * Karen & Bill Scarvie * Dr. Barbara Schaetti * Gordon Schiff & Mardge Cohen * Dr. David Schultz * Kate & Charles Segerstrom * Patti
Shannon * Ron & Eva-Maria Sher * Stephen Silha * Gee-Gee Smith * Samuel & Elizabeth Smith * Douglass St. Christian * Mary Jo & Michael Stansbury * Diana Stark * William Stevens *
The “You Have Our Trust” Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation * Marni Swart * Marion Sweeney, Kate Laue & Cama Evans * Ted Thomas & Colette Chabbott * Jeffry S. &
Carola F. Thompson * Jon & Susie Throop * Val & Mary Ann Tollefson * Barbara Tolliver & Susan Taylor * Marsha Torkelson * Nancy Tosta * Barbara Trafton & Bruce Beall * Sandra Teel
Trainer * Tricia Trainer * Tom & Tanne Traywick * Meredith Tupper * Annie Umbricht * Rachel VandeMark * Betty Walters * Dan Walters * Nancy Ward * Patricia Waterston * Marjan
Wazeka * Darcee Weber * Will Wells * John Wiik * Marit Wilkerson * Louise Wilkinson * Joeve & Pete Wilkinson * W. Leroy & Helen Williams * Richard & Sally Wilson * Kay Wilson *
Donna Zajonc & David Womeldorff * Anonymous (26)
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CHAIR
David Korten

David is president and
founder of the Living
Economies Forum and
an active promoter of a
New Economy agenda.
He is the author of
Change the Story,
Change the Future.

Andrew DeVigal

Andrew is chair of
journalism innovation
and civic engagement at
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